MCUB-DPM-HC

SUBJECT:  Operational Hearing Conservation Services Available to Installation Units


MCUB-DPM-HC                                                                                                01 September 2006  

MEMORANDUM THRU Division Surgeon, 3rd Infantry Division (MECH), Fort Stewart, GA

FOR All Preventive Medicine and Medical Personnel, 3D INF DIV (MECH), Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield, GA
SUBJECT:  Operational Hearing Conservation Services Available to Installation Units
1. 
References:

a.
Army Department of the Army (DA PAM)  40-501, 10 December 1998, Hearing Conservation Program.

b.
Army Regulation (AR) 40-5, 22 July 2005, Preventive Medicine.

c.
Fort Stewart (FS) Regulation 385-18, 31 July 1998, 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) Safety Program.

d.
Memorandum, AOC CAT OPSWATCH G3 DAMO AOC (MC), Subject:  ALARACT:  Hearing Readiness Screening and Classification (HRSC) Tracking in MEDPROS, 15 April 06.
2.  Operational Hearing Conservation.  Definition:  Hearing injury prevention and communication enhancement services delivered to the Soldier in every environment with the primary objective of enhancing survivability and lethality.  To meet this mission, available services to installation units are listed and described in the following paragraphs.
3.
Hearing Readiness Classification.  The new Hearing Readiness Classification System (HRCS) has recently launched in MEDPROS.  All Soldiers are required to complete annual, pre- and post-deployment hearing evaluations (DD2215 & 2216) to maintain a deployable classification of one (1) or two (2).  

a.
To meet readiness requirements, Soldiers may be scheduled for their DOEHRS-certified hearing tests by CO, BN or BDE by contacting one of three test sites:



1)
Soldier Services Center.  Contact 767-2227 or 3133.



2)
CFTMC.  Contact 435-5602 or 6619.



3)
Tuttle Army Health Clinic.  Contact 315-6418.


b.
Compliance reports for hearing tests may now be pulled from MEDPROS.  Soldiers are compliant if a hearing evaluation has been recorded within the last 6-12 months.  Commanders will receive notification of Soldiers within the unit who are identified with significant hearing loss which may impact future mission risk assessments.
4.
Marne Staff Assistance Program (MSAP).  Preparatory inspectors are available to assist units in meeting the requirements for the Hearing Conservation portion of the Marne Assessment Program checklist.  Contact 767-2227 to schedule a pre-assessment.  Documents, Command Emphasis letters and generic SOPs are also available at the following website under the Information header:  http://www.winn.amedd.army.mil/hearingcons/hearingcons.html .
5.
Noise Abatement Surveys.  Unit FSTs or PM Detachments may request support from the Hearing Conservation Section at 435-6916 or 5085 when conducting base camp or TOC assessments to identify noise hazards or receive recommendations for noise controls in the field.  Reducing noise in work and sleep areas will decrease fatigue, irritability and distractions, while increasing troop efficiency.  Efficiency = Lethality.  

6.
Hearing Conservation Annual Unit Courses.  Courses and speakers for annual safety courses for units at all levels are available by request at 435-6916.  Unit Hearing Conservation Officers/NCOs (HCOs) can also download different courses and documents currently available on the MEDDAC website at http://www.winn.amedd.army.mil/hearingcons/hearingcons.html under the Information header.
7.
Hearing Conservation & DOEHRS Certification Workshops.  These 40 hour courses are held on a quarterly basis and open to Soldiers fulfilling the unit hearing conservationist (or HCO/NCO) requirement.  Certified graduates can perform the following skills: DOEHRS hearing tests, hearing protection fittings, identification and minimization of noise hazards, acoustic trauma prevention; and prepare for the Marne Inspection.  Contact 435-6916 to obtain a current schedule of courses and to reserve a seat.

8.
Range & Worksite Consultations.  Hearing Conservation (HC) personnel periodically check Soldiers on active ranges and worksites for appropriate use of hearing protection.  Some ranges (i.e.; Urban Warfare, Artillery/Mortars, and Convoys) require personnel to be embedded in the exercise to better ascertain relevant, effective hearing protection strategies for unique situations.  HC personnel can interface with unit communications personnel to provide guidance and input regarding the use of communication enhancement devices in operational settings and to assess risks to voice communication in deploying units.  To request assistance, contact 435-6916.  Note:  Hearing protection for ranges must be supplied by the unit S4  as a medical supply or Soldiers may use their personally fitted preformed earplugs received during in- or pre-deployment processing.
9.
Custom Hearing Protection.  Custom hearing protection can be ordered with or without adaptors for communication devices (i.e.; flight helmet or CVC).  The unit or the individual Soldier is responsible for cost, which can be logged as a ‘safety device’ expenditure.  If the number of interested Soldiers exceeds five (5), Hearing Conservation personnel will come to the unit to complete earmold impressions.  Contact 435-6916 to schedule session and obtain cost estimates.
10.  Point of contact is the undersigned at 435-6916 or the Hearing Conservation NCOIC at 435-5085.




//ORIGINAL SIGNED//
                                                                   
3ID Hearing Conservation Program Mgr        

