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MEMORANDUM FOR  

SUBJECT:  Hearing Conservation Command Emphasis Letter

1. REFERENCES:  

a. AR 40-5, Preventive Medicine, 22 July 2005
b. DA PAM 40-501, Hearing Conservation Program, 10 Dec 1998

c. 3d IN Div (M) and FS Reg 385-18, Safety Program

2.  APPLICABILITY:  This policy is applicable to all soldiers assigned to ___________________

3.  PURPOSE:  This policy supports the overall goal of force health protection to all personnel through emphasis on hearing conservation program requirements.  This policy is consistent with the U.S. Army Safety Regulation, AR 385-10, requirements to ensure compliance with Preventive Medicine and Occupational Health Policies of the U.S. Army.

4. POLICY: 


a. It is imperative that command emphasis on hearing conservation be maintained in this unit. All Commanders and NCOICs must assess the noise hazard potential in their area, including all field training missions with live or even blank weapon fire.  Special attention is necessary during dismounted infantry combat scenarios such as Military Operations Urban Terrain (MOUT) or other urban training sites.  Take prompt action to prevent hearing loss due to noise; ensure soldiers wear properly fitted hearing protection. 

b. Noise is the most prevalent health hazard at Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield. It is well recognized that continuous exposure to intense noise (i.e., weapons firing, combat vehicles and aircraft) will cause permanent hearing loss.  Hearing loss has a significant impact on the Army, especially combat readiness.  Good hearing is a combat multiplier. A soldier who cannot hear well on today’s high technology battlefield cannot communicate effectively, and therefore cannot perform optimally. 

c. Hearing loss is a recognized, compensable physical disability. Noise-induced hearing loss represents a significant portion of the annual cost for service-connected disability compensation.  Such hearing loss is almost exclusively associated with military training, and, of greater importance, is almost completely preventable through the proper use of hearing protection (to include the Combat Earplug) during dismounted infantry training scenarios. 

5.  PROCEDURES:

a. Hearing conservation program promotion is achieved by ensuring the mandatory wear of hearing protection in noise-hazardous environments, proper use and maintenance of hearing protective devices to include earplugs, noise muffs, and helmets with built-in protection.  To ensure manufacturer noise attenuation, chin straps will be fastened for all CVC and VIS type helmets.  If the chinstrap is not fastened, noise will leak into the helmet and adequate hearing protection will not be achieved.  Note:  any 11B riding in the back of a tactical vehicle must wear earplugs fitted properly while the engine is idling or while the vehicle is in motion or firing.  11B dismounted infantry soldiers exceed OSHA time limits in 7 minutes with hearing protection.  Tank Commanders are responsible for strict enforcement of dismounted infantry passengers in the Bradley Fighting Vehicle (BFV).  All other passengers in TRACK vehicles, e.g., M113 Vehicles, or any military aircraft not able to wear CVC type helmets, will also wear earplugs at all times.


b. Commanders and NCOICs must also ensure that all military and civilian personnel who are routinely exposed to hazardous noise environments receive an annual, pre- and post-deployment hearing tests and attend an annual health education class related to hearing conservation, IAW AR 40-5 and DA Pam 40-501.  Routine exposure is defined as weapons qualification once per year and motor pool/transportation noise.  Specifically, any noise-exposure greater than 85dBA or 140dBP is considered noise-hazardous.


c. All leaders are required to set the example within their units and workplaces; e.g., wear the earplug case with earplugs on the LBE or belt loop of the ACU.  Ensure hearing protection is inserted properly prior to blank or live round noise-exposure.  Post someone to inspect earplug fit prior to rodding the weapon on a POR range.


d. Each company element, IAW DA PAM 40-501 will have a designated POC for Hearing Conservation.  This appointed individual may be an Officer or an NCO.  The Unit Hearing Conservation POC will identify themselves to the Installation Hearing Conservation Program Manager.

6.  PROPONENT:  The proponent for this policy letter is the Hearing Conservation Program Manager at telephone 435-6916.
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