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1-4g(3) Requisitioning and maintaining a supply of preformed earplugs

6-4a The unit HCO (1) requisitions hearing protectors from the HCPM within the installation using the information given in table 6-1. 6-4b The Installation HCPM must maintain a supply of all three sizes of TF and all 5 sizes of SF earplugs at sites with personnel trained in their fit and use.

1-4i.  Unit commanders (b) requisition and ensure an adequate supply of hearing protectors, including helmet, noise mufs, and hand formed earplugs. (6). Provide appropriate hearing protectors, free of charge, to noise-exposed personnel per AR 385-10. 

AR 40-5

http://books.usapa.belvoir.army.mil/cgi-bin/bookmgr/BOOKS/R40_5/5.16.B
(7) The hearing conservation officer will manage and coordinate all aspects of the hearing conservation program outlined in this regulation. These responsibilities include-- 

(a) Drafting and staffing an installation standing operating procedure (SOP) detailing the hearing conservation program. 

(b) Ensuring that medically trained personnel fit individuals with preformed earplugs, and then examine individuals at least annually to ensure proper earplug condition and fit. 

(c) Requisitioning and maintaining a supply of preformed earplugs. 

(d) Providing a pair of preformed earplugs and carrying case to all noise-exposed personnel. (I’ll do this with the earplugs and cases supplied by unit commnader, see 1-4I(6) above.

(9) Unit commanders or supervisors of noise-hazardous areas will-- 

(a) Appoint a unit hearing conservation manager and ensure that this individual inspects helmets and/or noise muffs and requisitions hearing protectors to ensure an adequate supply. 

(b) Prepare a unit SOP detailing the hearing conservation program. 

(c) Purchase new equipment that generates the lowest noise levels feasible. 

(d) Notify the IMA of any suspected hazardous-noise levels or changes in hazardous-noise levels in their work areas. 

(e) Endorse a command emphasis letter explaining the importance of hearing conservation. 

(f) Provide appropriate hearing protectors free of charge to their noise exposed personnel per AR 385-10. 

(h) Ensure that all soldiers and noise-exposed civilians under their supervision retain a pair of preformed earplugs as an item of individual equipment. 

(i) Require noise-exposed soldiers (per AR 670-1) to wear earplugs and carry the earplug carrying case as part of the battle dress uniform when appropriate. 

DODI 6055.2 

Personal Protective Equipment   http://web7.whs.osd.mil/text/i605512
D. POLICY It is DoD policy under DoD Directive 4715.1 (reference (b)) to protect all DoD personnel from hearing loss resulting from occupational noise exposure through a continuing, effective, and comprehensive HCP. 

6. Personal Hearing Protectors a. The use of personal hearing protectors to limit noise exposure is considered to be an interim protective measure, while engineering control measures are being explored. Such devices shall constitute a permanent measure, only if engineering controls are not technologically, economically, or operationally possible. b. The DoD Components shall issue personal hearing protectors free to all personnel who work in designated "hazardous noise areas" or operate noise hazardous equipment. c. All DoD facilities with hazardous noise areas and employing individuals trained in fitting of preformed earplugs shall maintain an adequate supply of all sizes of approved preformed earplugs. All other facilities shall maintain disposable earplugs and muffs. d. The hearing protectors provided must be capable of attenuating worker noise exposure below a TWA of 85 dBA. If hearing protectors do not provide sufficient attenuation, administrative control of exposure shall be necessary. 

AR 385-10  http://books.usapa.belvoir.army.mil:80/cgi-bin/bookmgr/search?book=r385_10
j. The Commanding General, U.S. Army Training and Doctrine Command (CG, TRADOC) will-- 

(1) Integrate safety and occupational health procedures into all Army training guidelines and techniques to be applied in the

field. 

(2) Ensure that safety and occupational health training is integrated into the curricula of appropriate Army schools. 

o. Commanders at all levels will be responsible for protecting personnel, equipment, and facilities under their command; effective implementation of safety and occupational health policies; and the integration of the risk management process into their safety and occupational health program. 

p. Supervisory and operating personnel who direct or affect the actions of others will-- 

(1) Be responsible for accident prevention to the same extent that they are responsible for production or services. 

(2) Maintain a safe and healthful workplace. 

(3) Assure that employees under their supervision observe appropriate safety and occupational health rules and regulations, including the use of protective clothing and equipment (PCE) provided for their protection. 

(4) Promptly evaluate and take action as required to correct hazards reported by employees or identified through accident investigation. They will not initiate or support reprisal action against employees who identify hazards, raise safety concerns or engage in authorized safety and occupational health activities. 

