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COMMAND POLICY LETTER NO. 11-3


Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield Hearing Conservation Program
1. REFERENCES:  

a. AR 40-5, Preventive Medicine, 15 October 1990

b. DA PAM 40-501, Hearing Conservation Program, 10 Dec 1998

c. 3d IN Div (M) and FS Reg 385-18, Safety Program

2.  APPLICABILITY:  This policy is applicable to all 3d Infantry Division (Mechanized) units and personnel, tenant units, and personnel living and working at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Airfield; as appropriate, to 3d Brigade units and personnel stationed at Fort Benning.  

3.  PURPOSE:  This policy establishes force health protection of all 3d Infantry Division (Mechanized) and Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield personnel through hearing conservation program emphasis.  

4. POLICY: 


a. It is imperative that command emphasis on hearing conservation be maintained at Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield. All Activities must assess the noise hazard potential in their area including all field training missions with live or blank fire, Military Operations Urban Terrain (MOUT) and take prompt action to prevent Hearing Loss due to noise. 

b. Noise is the most prevalent health hazard at Fort Stewart/Hunter Army Airfield. It is well recognized that continuous exposure to intense noise (i.e., weapons firing, combat vehicles and aircraft) will cause permanent hearing loss. Hearing loss has a significant impact on the Army, especially combat readiness. Good hearing is a combat multiplier. A soldier who cannot hear well on today’s high technology battlefield cannot communicate effectively, and therefore cannot perform optimally. 

c. Hearing loss is a recognized, compensable physical disability. Noise-induced hearing loss represents a significant portion of the annual cost for service-connected disability compensation. Such hearing loss is almost exclusively associated with military training, and, of greater importance, is almost completely preventable. 

5.  PROCEDURES:

a. Hearing conservation program promotion is achieved by ensuring the
mandatory wear, proper use and maintenance of all hearing protective devices to include earplugs, noise muffs, and helmets with built-in protection.


b. Commanders must also ensure that all military and civilian personnel who are routinely exposed to hazardous noise environments receive an annual hearing test and attend an annual health education class related to hearing conservation.


c. All leaders are required to set the example within their units and workplaces.

6.  PROPONENT:  The proponent for this policy letter is the Hearing Conservation Program Manager at telephone 370-6916.

WALTER L. SHARP

Major General, USA

Commanding
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